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Two infraspecific taxa of Silene keiskei Miq. are treated: S. keiskei var. akaisialpina 
is recognized as a distinct species, Silene akaisialpina (Yamazaki) H. Ohashi, Tateishi 
& H. Nakai, and a white flowered form of Silene keiskei Miq. is regarded as S. keiskei 
f. albescens (Takeda) H. Ohashi, Tateishi & H. Nakai. 


1) Silene keiskei var. akaisialpina 
(Yamazaki) Ohwi & H. Ohashi 

Silene keiskei var. akaisialpina was de¬ 
scribed by Yamazaki (1955) as a variety of 
Melandryum keiskei. It was distinguished from 
other varieties of the species, var. keiskei and 
var. minus, especially in color and size of the 
flowers together with differences in habit, 
shape of leaves, number of flowers on one 
inflorescence, and shape of calyx-lobes. Also, 
differences of distribution and habitat between 
var. akaisialpinum and the other two were 
shown in his paper. Var. akaisialpinum has 
been adopted in succeeding Floras in Japan 
(Ohwi 1965a, 1965b, Kitagawa 1982, Shimizu 
1983, etc.), although the name was changed 
into Silene under the transfer of Melandryum 
keiskei to Silene keiskei (Ohwi and Ohashi 
1974). When describing, however, Yamazaki 
noted that var. akaisialpinum is morphologi¬ 
cally similar to var. keiskei through var. minus, 
although it may be seen as a distinct species 
from Melandryum keiskei (on page 93). He did 
not indicate what characters show such simi¬ 
larity among these varieties. No taxonomic 
revisions for these taxa have been done. 

So far as we have examined, Silene keiskei 
var. akaisialpina is clearly different from the 


other two varieties of the species. Probably, 
Yamazaki (1955) considered a variation range 
of the flower size in var. akaisialpina is over¬ 
lapping with that of var. keiskei. However, a 
wide range of variation in flower size is due 
to dimorphism in flowers of Silene keiskei, as 
shown in the key to the species below. There¬ 
fore, we regard this variety as a distinct species 
from S. keiskei. The differences are shown in 
the following key: 

1. Inflorescences 1 (-2)-flowered; flowers pale 
reddish purple, about 3-4 cm across; petals 
auriculate at top of claw, 35-38 mm long in 
hermaphrodite flowers and 24-28 mtn long 
in female flowers; filaments with dense 
long hairs below the half; erect plants, 10- 

20 cm tall. S. akaisialpina 

1. Inflorescences cymose, 3—4-flowered; flow¬ 
ers reddish purple, about 2-3 cm across; 
petals without auricles at top of claw, 24-30 
mm long in hermaphrodite flowers and 18- 
23 mm long in female flowers; filaments 
glabrous or sparsely short-hairy; erect or 

decumbent plants, 10-60 cm tall. 

. S. keiskei 

Silene akaisialpina (Yamazaki) H. Ohashi, 
Tateishi & H. Nakai, stat. nov. 
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Fig. 1. Petals of .Silene akaisialpina (a-b) and S. keiskei (c. var. minor, d. var. 
keikei). a: Iketani 1650 (TUS), 9 flower; b: Murata 12050 (KYO), 9 flower; c: 
Sugaya (TUS 29407), hermaphrodite flower (cf. basal part omitted), d: Ikeda 
(TUS 118879) 9 flower. 


Melandryum keiskei var. akaisialpinum 
Yamazaki in J. Jap. Bot. 30: 94 (1955); Ohwi, 
FI. Jap. Engl. ed. 434 (1965), & op. cit. rev. ed. 
586-587 (1965). 

S. keiskei var. akaisialpina (Yamazaki) 
Ohwi & H. Ohashi in J. Jap. Bot. 49: 345 
(1974); Kitagawa in Satake et al., Wild Flow. 
Jap. Herb. 2: 44 (1982); T. Shimizu, New Alp. 
PL Jap. 2: 93, fig. 302 (1983); Ohwi & 
Kitagawa, New FI. Jap. rev. ed. 668 (1992). 

Distribution: Japan. Central Honshu. 
Shizuoka, Yamanashi and Nagano Prefs.: in 
Akaishi Mountain Range. 

f. akaisialpina ^ dt ^\£y y v (Yama¬ 
zaki 1955). 

f. leucantha (Takeda) H. Ohashi, Tateishi 
& H. Nakai, comb. nov. 

y yv 

S. keiskei f. minor lusus leucantha Takeda 
in Not. Roy. Bot. Gard. Edinb. 8: 236 (1915). 

Melandryum keiskei var. akaisialpinum f. 
leucanthum (Takeda) Yamazaki in J. Jap. Bot. 
30:94(1955). 

S. keiskei var. akaisialpina f. leucantha 
(Takeda) Ohwi & H. Ohashi in J. Jap. Bot. 49: 


345 (1974). 

Specimens examined. 

[Silene akaisialpina ] Yamanashi Pref.: Mts. Hoou-zan, Mt. 
Jizo-dake, alt. 2700 m. T. Yamazaki s. n., 7 Sept. 1954 (TI- 
holotype, isotypes); 1. c., Sainokawara, alt. 2700 m. T. Yamazaki 
s. n., 7 Sept. 1954 (TI); 1. c., between Hirogawara Pass and Mt. 
Kannon-dake, alt. 2750 m. G. Murata 12050 (KYO). Shizuoka 
Pref.: Mt. Senmai, alt. ca. 2875 m. H. Iketani 1650 (TUS). 

[Silene keiskei var. keiskei ] Gunma Pref.: Mt. Arafune- 
yama. T. Ikeda 12 Aug. 1985 (TUS). Nagano Pref.: cult. atSaku 
(origin from Mt. Arafune-yama). T. Ikeda 4 Aug. 1986 (TUS 
118879). 

[Silene keiskei var. minor] Nagano Pref.: Mt. Meshimori- 
yama, alt. 1500-1600 m, T. Ikeda 11 Aug. 1983 (TUS); cult, at 
Saku (origin from Mt. Meshimori-yama). T. Ikeda 4 Aug. 1986 
(TUS 118878). Tochigi Pref.: Kuriyama.S. Sugaya 8 June 1935 
(TUS 29407), Kuriyama. S. Sugaya 8 June 1935 (TUS 
29409). 

2) Silene keiskei f. minor subf. albescens 
Takeda 

Ohwi and Ohashi (1974) treated a white 
flowered form of Silene keiskei as f. albescens 
Takeda. However, the form was recognized 
originally by Takeda at the rank of subform. 
Accordingly, S. keiskei f. albescens remains 
not validly published. We treat this form at the 
rank of form of S. keiskei. 

Silene keiskei Miquel: Kitagawa in Satake 
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et al.. Wild Flow. Jap. Herb. 2: 44 (1982); 
Ohwi & Kitagawa, New FI. Jap. rev. ed. 668 
(1992). 

var. minor (Takeda) Ohwi & H. Ohashi in 
J. Jap. Bot. 49: 344 (1974). 
f. minor \£yy v 

f. albescens (Takeda) H. Ohashi, Tateishi 
& H. Nakai, stat. nov. ynAtt tyZ/'J 
Silene keiskei f. minor subf. albescens 
Takeda in Bot. Mag. Tokyo 24: 63 (1910). 

Melandryum keiskei f. albescens (Takeda) 
Honda, Nom. PI. Jap. 510 (1939). 

Silene keiskei f. albescens Takeda: Ohwi & 

t> 4- tf -7 > v 

Silene keiskei tf y y V t Silene akaisialpina 9 tl 
4- tf y y v LX IXgiJ L tz . JE# 

Fig.l KifLtz X b hz, MW 
JUm K9tj^\fyy v V (4 
tf, tf y y v bz it Z titf & v\ f 

ti&tf, $hbz, 

\Zy y 'J -e (4 M144E O 4E4H4 H 24 - 30mm, 

lift 4:44 18 - 23mm "Cab h tf, 9 ii 4- tf 7 > y't 
(44E^O^$ (4MttJE7:'35—38mm, flfjEt'24— 
28mm*?&;&. 4 4:, * # 4 , tf 7 > v04E;£42f4 


H. Ohashi in J. Jap. Bot. 49: 345 (1974), nom. 
illeg. 
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